
 

 

 

 

The Second Sunday in Advent 
December 4, 2022 

 

 

 

For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” 

has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge 

of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 
 —2 Corinthians 4.6 

  



Call to Worship 

Comfort, comfort my people says your God. 

Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 

 and cry to her 

that her warfare is ended, 

 that her iniquity is pardoned, 

that she has received from the LORD’s hand 

 double for all her sins. 

 

A voice cries: 

“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; 

 make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 

Every valley shall be lifted up, 

 and every mountain and hill be made low; 

the uneven ground shall become level, 

 and the rough places a plain. 

And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 

 and all flesh shall see it together, 

 for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 

  —Isaiah 40.1-5 

 

Prayer 

 

Hymn No. 194 O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL 

 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 7.10-25 

 

Hymn No. 200 IT CAME UPON THE MIDNIGHT CLEAR 

 

New Testament Reading Matthew 1.18-25 

 

Hymn No. 230 THOU WHO WAST RICH BEYOND ALL SPLENDOR 

 



“The Revelation of God’s Presence, First in the Old Testament and Finally in 

His Incarnate Son” 

 

Jacob left Beersheba and went toward Haran. And he came to a certain place 

and stayed there that night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the 

stones of the place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place to 

sleep. And he dreamed, and behold, there was a ladder set up on the earth, 

and the top of it reached to heaven. And behold, the angels of God were 

ascending and descending on it! And behold, the LORD stood above it and 

said, “I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac. 

The land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring. Your 

offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to 

the west and to the east and to the north and to the south, and in you and 

your offspring shall all the families of the earth be blessed. Behold, I am with 

you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this 

land. For I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you.” 

Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, “Surely the LORD is in this place, 

and I did not know it.” And he was afraid and said, “How awesome is this 

place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of 

heaven.” 

 So early in the morning Jacob took the stone that he had put under his 

head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it. He called the 

name of that place Bethel, but the name of the city was Luz at the first. Then 

Jacob made a vow, saying, “If God will be with me and will keep me in this 

way that I go, and will give me bread to eat and clothing to wear, so that I 

come again to my father’s house in peace, then the LORD shall be my God, 

and this stone, which I have set up for a pillar, shall be God’s house. And of 

all that you give me I will a full tenth to you.” 

—Genesis 28.10-22 

 
(For further reflection see Numbers 21.6-9; 1 Kings 8.27-43; Isaiah 6.1-3; John 1.14; 

John 1.51 and 3.13; John 3.14-15; and Isaiah 25.6-8) 

 



Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first 

earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, new 

Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned 

for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, 

the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will 

be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. He will wipe 

away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there 

be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed 

away.” 

—Revelation 21.1-4 

 

Hymn No. 195 JOY TO THE WORLD! THE LORD IS COME 

 

Benediction Romans 13.15  


