LORD’S DAY
July 3, 2022

COVENANT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
A Congregation of the Presbyterian Church in America
Dr. Ron Gonzales, Minister
66 S Palouse St | Walla Walla, WA 99362
(509) 522-1020 Email: office@covenantwallawalla.org

Upon entering the sanctuary, please be sensitive
to the congregation’s preparation for worship, and please make sure
all electronic devices are turned off or set to silent mode.
-DRAWING NEAR TO GODWelcome and Silent Prayer
Lord of all power and might, Author and Giver of all good things: As we gather in your
presence, graft in our hearts the love of your Name, increase in us true religion, nourish
us with all goodness, and by your great mercy keep us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
*Call to Worship

Psalm 103.1-5, 20-22

*Prayer of Adoration
*Song of Praise to God
Hymn No. 53

PRAISE TO THE LORD, THE ALMIGHTY

-HAVING OUR HEARTS CLEANSEDConfession of Sin
Most holy and merciful Father, we acknowledge and confess that we are prone to evil and
slothful in good. You alone know how often we have offended you: in wandering from
your ways, in wasting your gifts, in forgetting your love. But you, O Lord, have mercy
on those who are ashamed of and sorry for their iniquities. Teach us to hate our offenses;
cleanse us from our secret faults; forgive us our sins for the sake of your dear Son. And
O most loving Father, help us, we pray, to live in your light and walk in your ways, in
keeping with the commandments of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
Silently add your own confession of sin.
Assurance of Pardon
*Song of Praise to Christ
Hymn No. 164

Isaiah 12.1-2

O FOR A THOUSAND TONGUES TO SING

Confession of Faith
What does every sin deserve?
Every sin deserves God’s wrath and curse, both in this life and that which is to
come.1
What does God require of us, that we may escape his wrath and curse, due to us for
sin?
To escape the wrath and curse of God, due to us for sin, God requires of us faith
in Jesus Christ, repentance to life,2 with the diligent use of all the outward means
by which Christ communicates to us the benefits of redemption.3
—The Westminster Shorter Catechism, Nos. 84-85
Prayer for the Church and the World

“Why should a living man complain, a man, about the punishment of his sins” (Lam 3.39)? “Then
he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the
devil and his angels’” (Mt 25.41). “For all who rely on works of the law are under a curse; for it is
written, ‘Cursed be everyone who does not abide by all things written in the Book of the Law, and
do them’” (Gal 3.10). “Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the
wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience” (Eph 5.6).
1

“…testifying both to Jews and to Greeks of repentance toward God and of faith in our Lord Jesus
Christ” (Acts 20.21).
2

“The king’s heart is a stream of water in the hand of the LORD; he turns it wherever he will. Every
way of a man is right in his own eyes, but the L ORD weighs the heart. To do righteousness and
justice is more acceptable to the LORD than sacrifice. Haughty eyes and a proud heart, the lamps of
the wicked, are sin. The plans of the diligent lead surely to abundance, but everyone who is hasty
comes only to poverty” (Prov 21.1-5). “Hear instruction and be wise, and do not neglect it. Blessed
is the one who listens to me, watching daily at my gates, waiting beside my doors. For whoever
finds me finds life and obtains favor from the LORD, but he who fails to find me injures himself; all
who hate me love death” (Prov 8.33-36). “Incline your ear, and come to me; hear, that your soul
may live; and I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David” (Isa
55.3).
3

-ATTENDING TO THE WORDSermon

“Holding Fast the Confession of Our Hope”
Hebrews 10.19-39
Rev. Ron Gonzales

*Song of Response
Hymn No. 708

O LOVE THAT WILT NOT LET ME GO

Worship of God with Tithes and Offerings
*DOXOLOGY

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
Words Thomas Ken, 1709; music Genevan Psalter, 1551; Public Domain

-OBSERVING THE SACRAMENTThe Lord’s Supper
We celebrate the Lord’s Supper by coming forward (generally from the back of the
sanctuary to the front) and partaking of the bread and the cup. Wine is served in the inner
ring of each tray; grape juice in the outer rings. We warmly invite to the Table all baptized
Christians, who are living under the authority of Christ and his body, the Church. By
eating the bread and drinking of the cup, you are acknowledging that you are a sinner,
without hope except in the sovereign mercy of God, and that you are trusting in Christ
alone for salvation. If this does not describe you, we are glad you are here and commend
to you the following prayers for your use during this time.
A Prayer for those Searching for the Truth
Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that I might be undaunted by
the cost of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so. Guide me, teach me, and
open to me the reality of who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent,
convincing, and leads to the life you promise. Amen.
A Prayer of Belief
Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever believed, but through
you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you for paying my
debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and offering forgiveness and new life. I turn
from my sins and receive you as Savior and Lord. Amen.
A Prayer for those Struggling with Sin
Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in you the fulfillment of all my need and may turn from
every false pleasure to feed on you, the true and living bread. Enable me to lay aside the
sin that clings so closely, and run with perseverance the race set before me, looking to you,
the author and perfecter of my faith. Amen.

*Song of Thanksgiving
Hymn No. 32

GREAT IS THY FAITHFULLNESS

-GOING FORTH TO SERVEBenediction

Numbers 6.24-26

________________________________________________________________________
Gatherings
Home Fellowship is taking the month of July off. It will resume its study of Hebrews on August 2 at
Chad and Heidi Leinweber’s.
The Men’s Group meets Fridays, from 6:00 to 7:00 AM, in the Coffee Hour room. They are going
through a series, led by Kirk Alden, entitled “Leading by the Book,” in which fifty-two leadership
principles related to personal development, relationships, and life skills are studied from a biblical
perspective. All men and older sons are invited.
A Men’s Leadership Bible Study, led by Kirk Alden, meets at Tate’s Umapine Mercantile on
Thursdays, from 6:30 to 7:30 PM. All men are invited. For more information, talk to Kirk.
Prayer Meeting: We meet the second and fourth Tuesdays of each month, at 5:15 PM in the
sanctuary, to pray for one another, for the kingdom, and the world. Please join us.

Sermon Notes: “Holding Fast the Confession of Our Hope” (Hebrews 10.19-39)

Prayer Concerns
Afflicted but Not Crushed: Paul writes, “We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed,
but not driven to despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always
carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be manifested in our
bodies” (2 Cor 4.8-10). In addition to strength and healing, pray for Sandy Cupolillo, Mike Givens,
Nancy Hoeft, Tom Manning, Rick & Vickie Myers, Rich Parker and Wayne Snavely—that the life of Jesus
would be seen in them as a result of the difficulties they are enduring in faith.
Boise Presbyterian Church: Pray for the Rev. Brian Frey, our church planter in Boise, as he seeks to
develop leaders for this congregation, that together they might become a people who love one
another and outsiders well as they continue to grow in grace.
The Persecuted Church: There are only a few thousand Christians out of 37 million people who live
in Afghanistan, a tribal society where loyalty to one’s family, clan and tribe are extremely important.
It is also an Islamic society, meaning it is illegal for an Afghan to leave Islam. Those who choose to
follow Christ often do so in secret out of great fear. Pray for those Christians to have courage and
perseverance. Pray for a softening of the country’s leadership, that conversion from Islam might
be permitted. And pray for the spread of the gospel through secret believers and the underground
church.
Rev. Alister & Sarah Torrens (Ukraine) are in eastern Washington for a couple months, visiting
family and supporting churches (they will be with us on Sunday, August 7). Pray that their time
here is restful, that God soon brings to an end the war that made it necessary for them to leave
Kyiv, that they are able to return and resume their gospel ministry, and that through them many
find eternal hope.
Ukraine: Pray for an end to the war, that Ukraine remains a free nation, and that God continues to
use his people to bring help to the hurting and the lost.
Announcements
Visitor: Welcome to Covenant! We are glad you are here and would love to have you join us,
following the service, for some refreshments and fellowship.

Explanation of the Cover Symbol
In the Greek language of the early Christian era abbreviations were typically the first and last letters of words,
often with a superscription to indicate the missing letters. IC is a standard abbreviation of IHCOYC, the Greek
“Jesus,” XC the abbreviation of XPICTOC, “Christ”; and NIKA means “He conquers.” The symbol then reads,
“Jesus Christ Conquers by the Cross” or “Jesus Christ, Victor.”
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