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Upon entering the sanctuary, please be sensitive 

to the congregation’s preparation for worship, and please make sure 

all electronic devices are turned off or set to silent mode. 
 

  

-DRAWING NEAR TO GOD- 
 

Welcome and Silent Prayer 

Glorious Lord, it is the passion of our lives to worship you, the crown and glory of our 

souls to adore you.  Enable us by your Spirit to do so now, that we may forget the world 

and be brought into the fullness of life as we gaze upon your beauty and holiness.  This 

we ask in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

 

*Call to Worship                                                                                                 Psalm 145.1-3, 10                                   

  

 

*Prayer of Adoration 
 

 

*Song of Praise to God 

Hymn No. 2                                                                                                     O WORSHIP THE KING 

 

-HAVING OUR HEARTS CLEANSED- 
 

Confession of Sin 

Father, forgive us for the things we have done that make us feel uncomfortable in your 

presence.  For the front that we polish so carefully for men to see does not deceive you.  

You know every thought that has left its shadow on our memory, every motive that 

curdled something sweet within us.  We acknowledge that we have desired what we 

should not have.  We have toyed with what we knew was not for us.  We have been 

preoccupied with self-interest.  We have invited unclean thoughts into our minds and 

entertained them as honored guests.  Our ears have often been deaf to your whisper.  Our 

eyes have often been blind to the signs of your guidance.  Make us willing to be changed, 

even though it requires surgery of the soul and the therapy of discipline.  Make our hearts 

warm and soft, that we may receive and accept the blessing of your forgiveness, the 

benediction of your “Depart in peace…and sin no more”; for we ask it in Jesus’ name.  

Amen. 

Silently add your own confession of sin. 



Assurance of Pardon                                                                                       Psalm 103.8, 10-12                                                                
 

 
 

*Song of Praise to Christ 

Hymn No. 172                                                                      LET US LOVE AND SING AND WONDER 

 

 
Confession of Faith 

 Which is the First Commandment? 

 

 The First Commandment is, “You shall have no other gods before me.”1 

 

 What is required of the First Commandment? 

 

The First Commandment requires us to know and acknowledge God to be the only 

true God, and our God;2 and to worship and glorify him accordingly.3 

 

—The Westminster Shorter Catechism, Nos. 45 and 46 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
1 Exodus 20.3 (ESV). 

 
2 “And you, Solomon my son, know the God of your father and serve him with a whole heart and 

with a willing mind, for the LORD searches all hearts and understands every plan and thought. If 

you seek him, he will be found by you, but if you forsake him, he will cast you off forever’ (1 Chr 

28.9). “You have declared today that the LORD is your God, and that you will walk in his ways, and 

keep his statutes and his commandments and his rules, and will obey his voice” (Dt 26.17). 

 
3 Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is written, ’You shall worship the Lord your God 

and him only shall you serve’” (Mt 4.10). “Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; worship the 

LORD in the splendor of holiness” (Ps 29.2). 



Congregational Petitions and the Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 

debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil; for Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

 

-ATTENDING TO THE WORD- 

 

Sermon                                                                                          “The Price of Godliness” 

 2 Kings 20.1-21 

Rev. Ron Gonzales 

 

 

*Song of Response 

Hymn No. 528                                                                                     MY FAITH LOOKS UP TO THEE 

 

 

Worship of God with Tithes and Offerings 
*DOXOLOGY 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
Words Thomas Ken, 1709; music Genevan Psalter, 1551; Public Domain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



-OBSERVING THE SACRAMENT- 

 

The Lord’s Supper 

We celebrate the Lord’s Supper by coming forward (generally from the back of the 

sanctuary to the front, though you may commune at any time) and partaking of the bread 

and the cup.  Wine is served in the inner ring of each tray; grape juice in the outer ring.  

We warmly invite to the Table all baptized Christians, who are living under the authority 

of Christ and his body, the Church.  By eating the bread and drinking of the cup, you are 

acknowledging that you are a sinner, without hope except in the sovereign mercy of God, 

and that you are trusting in Christ alone for salvation. If this does not describe you, we 

are glad you are here and commend to you the following prayers for your use during this 

time. 

 

A Prayer for those Searching for the Truth 

Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life.  Grant that I might be undaunted by 

the cost of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so.  Guide me, teach me, and 

open to me the reality of who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 

convincing, and leads to the life you promise.  Amen. 

 

A Prayer of Belief 

Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever believed, but through 

you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope.  I thank you for paying my 

debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and offering forgiveness and new life.  I turn 

from my sins and receive you as Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

A Prayer for those Struggling with Sin 

Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in you the fulfillment of all my need and may turn from 

every false pleasure to feed on you, the true and living bread.  Enable me to lay aside the 

sin that clings so closely, and run with perseverance the race set before me, looking to you, 

the author and perfecter of my faith.  Amen. 

 

 

*Song of Thanksgiving 

Hymn No. 648                                                                                                  MY JESUS, I LOVE THEE 

 

 

 



 -GOING FORTH TO SERVE- 

 

Benediction                                                                                                        2 Corinthians 13.14 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gatherings 

Home Fellowship Group, led by Pastor Ron, meets on the first and third Tuesdays of each month at 

Chad and Heidi Leinweber’s, from 6:00 to 7:30 PM. They are studying 2 Kings and all are welcome. 

 

The Men’s Group meets Fridays, from 6:00 to 7:00 AM, in the Coffee Hour room.  They are going 

through a series, led by Kirk Alden, entitled “Leading by the Book,” in which fifty-two leadership 

principles related to personal development, relationships, and life skills are studied from a biblical 

perspective.  All men and older sons are invited. 

 

A Men’s Leadership Bible Study, led by Kirk Alden, meets at Tate’s Umapine Mercantile on 

Thursdays, from 6:30 to 7:30 PM.  All men are invited.  For more information, talk to Kirk. 

 

Prayer Meeting: We meet the second and fourth Tuesdays of each month, at 5:15 PM in the 

sanctuary, to pray for one another, for the kingdom, and the world.  Please join us. 

 

Sunday Evening Worship & Cultural Engagement: On the second Sunday of each month, we gather 

from 6:00 to 7:15 PM for a brief time of worship followed by teaching and discussion of issues 

relevant to our society’s cultural moment. Pastor Ron and Elder Jacob Schroeder are leading a 

study on human sexuality, based on the report adopted by our General Assembly this past June. 

Reports can be found on the literature table.  We meet in the sanctuary, and children are welcome. 

 

The Covenant Women’s Study, led by Cherry Gonzales, is just beginning 2 Corinthians. It is meeting 

on Wednesdays, from 3:30 to 5:00 PM, in the Coffee Hour room. Questions for each week can be 

found on the literature table, and all women are invited. 

 



Sermon Notes: “The Price of Godliness” (2 Kings 20.1-21) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Prayer Concerns 

The Nearness of God: Jeremiah writes, “I called on your name, O LORD, from the depths of the 

pit…You came near when I called on you; you said, ‘Do not fear’” (3.55, 57)! In addition to strength 

and healing, pray that Sandy Cupolillo, Mike Givens, Nancy Hoeft, Tom Manning, Rick & Vickie Myers, 

and Wayne Snavely know God’s nearness this week and are kept from every fear. 

 

The Persecuted Church: There are 71,000 Christians out of 9.2 million people in Tajikistan, a Muslim 

country where Christians are detained, churches raided, and religious materials confiscated. 

Christian converts, in particular, are heinously treated. As a result, they often tell no one of their 

decision to follow Christ, choosing instead the life of a secret believer. Pray for those who live 

under such constant pressure to hide or renounce their faith. Pray for church leaders who face daily 

threats of raid and arrest. And pray that government pressure would subside so that Christians 

might be able to practice their faith openly in peace. 

 

Redeemer Presbyterian Church: Pray for Rev. Jeff Glover, our church planter in Soldotna, AK as he 

shepherds the flock, trains men for church leadership, and continues to reach out with the love of 

Christ to those in the Kenai Peninsula. 

 

Alister & Sarah Torrens (Ukraine): We heard from the Torrenses this past week. Alister and 

Thaddaeus made it back to Kiev, where Alister has resumed his teaching responsibilities at the 

seminary and pastoral care of the church he is planting. Sarah and Saphira remain in Northern 

Ireland, where Saphira will have hand surgery this Tuesday. Pray the surgery and recovery go 

well, and that they are all soon reunited. And, of course, pray for Ukraine, that it remains a safe 

and secure nation. 

 

Announcements 

New Church Directories are available on the literature table. Please feel free to take as many as you 

like. 

 

Weakness Is the Way: Women’s Ministry has gifted the ladies with a J.I. Packer book for your 

personal encouragement. Please take one from the literature table in the Coffee Hour room. 
 

 

Explanation of the Cover Symbol 

Since the time of the Reformation, the burning bush has been a symbol of the Church.  The Latin 

words are taken from Exodus 3.2 and read “...and yet it was not consumed.”  In one of his letters, 

Samuel Rutherford reminded his correspondent, “The bush has been burning these five thousand 

years, and no man yet saw the ashes of that fire.” 

 


