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Upon entering the sanctuary, please be sensitive
to the congregation’s preparation for worship, and please make sure
all electronic devices are turned off or set to silent mode.
-DRAWING NEAR TO GODWelcome and Silent Prayer
O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding. Pour into
our hearts this day such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain
your promises, which exceed our every hope and desire; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

*Call to Worship

Psalm 66.1-5, 8-9

*Prayer of Adoration

*Song of Praise to God
Hymn No. 77

PRAISE, MY SOUL, THE KING OF HEAVEN

-HAVING OUR HEARTS CLEANSEDConfession of Sin
Almighty God, to know you is the fulfillment of our deepest longings and the satisfaction
of our most fervent desires. Yet foolishly we have sought our pleasures elsewhere. We
have put the seeking of idols, which are bound to leave us empty, above seeking you. We
have failed to love you with our whole heart, soul, and mind. We have failed to love our
neighbors as ourselves. Forgive us our sins for the sake of your Son, our Savior Jesus
Christ. And grant that we might from this time forth serve you in newness of life. Amen.
Silently add your own confession of sin.

Assurance of Pardon

1 Peter 1.18-19

*Song of Praise to Christ
Hymn No. 301

JOIN ALL THE GLORIOUS NAMES

Confession of Faith
What is the duty that God requires of man?
The duty that God requires of man is obedience to his revealed will.1
What did God at first reveal to man for the rule of his obedience?
The rule that God at first revealed to man for his obedience was the moral law.2
—The Westminster Shorter Catechism, Nos. 39 and 40

Prayer for the Church and the World

“He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the LORD require of you but to do justice,
and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God” (Mic 6-8)? And Samuel said, “Has the
LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the L ORD? Behold,
to obey is better than sacrifice, and to listen than the fat of rams” (1 Sam 15.22).
1

“For when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do what the law requires, they are a law
to themselves, even though they do not have the law. They show that the work of the law is written
on their hearts, while their conscience also bears witness, and their conflicting thoughts accuse
them or even excuse them” (Rom 2.14-15). “For Moses writes about the righteousness that is based
on the law, that the person who does the commandments shall live by them” (Rom 10.5).
2

-ATTENDING TO THE WORDSermon

“The Point of No Return”
2 Kings 15.1-38
Rev. Ron Gonzales

*Song of Response
Hymn No. 341

O BREATH OF LIFE, COME SWEEPING THROUGH US

Worship of God with Tithes and Offerings
*DOXOLOGY

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
Words Thomas Ken, 1709; music Genevan Psalter, 1551; Public Domain

-OBSERVING THE SACRAMENTThe Lord’s Supper
We celebrate the Lord’s Supper by coming forward (generally from the back of the
sanctuary to the front, though you may commune at any time) and partaking of the bread
and the cup. Wine is served in the inner ring of each tray; grape juice in the outer ring.
We warmly invite to the Table all baptized Christians, who are living under the authority
of Christ and his body, the Church. By eating the bread and drinking of the cup, you are
acknowledging that you are a sinner, without hope except in the sovereign mercy of God,
and that you are trusting in Christ alone for salvation.

*Song of Thanksgiving

-GOING FORTH TO SERVEBenediction

Numbers 6.24-26

Gatherings
Home Fellowship Group, led by Pastor Ron, meets on the first and third Tuesdays of each month at
Chad and Heidi Leinweber’s, from 6:00 to 7:30 PM. They are studying 2 Kings and all are welcome.
The Men’s Group meets Fridays, from 6:00 to 7:00 AM, in the Coffee Hour room. They are going
through a series, led by Kirk Alden, entitled “Leading by the Book,” in which fifty-two leadership
principles related to personal development, relationships, and life skills are studied from a biblical
perspective. All men and older sons are invited.
A Men’s Leadership Bible Study, led by Kirk Alden, meets at Tate’s Umapine Mercantile on
Thursdays, from 6:30 to 7:30 PM. All men are invited. For more information, talk to Kirk.
Prayer Meeting: We meet the second and fourth Tuesdays of each month, at 5:15 PM in the
sanctuary, to pray for one another, for the kingdom, and the world. Please join us.
Sunday Evening Worship & Cultural Engagement: On the second Sunday of each month, we gather
from 6:00 to 7:15 PM for a brief time of worship followed by teaching and discussion of issues
relevant to our society’s cultural moment. Pastor Ron and Elder Jacob Schroeder are leading a
study on human sexuality, based on the report adopted by our General Assembly this past June.
Reports can be found on the literature table. We meet in the sanctuary, and children are welcome.
The Covenant Women’s Study, led by Cherry Gonzales, is just beginning 2 Corinthians. It is meeting
on Wednesdays, from 3:30 to 5:00 PM, in the Coffee Hour room. Questions for each week can be
found on the literature table, and all women are invited.

Sermon Notes: “The Point of No Return” (2 Kings 15.1-38)

Prayer Concerns
Rev. Chris & Mary Granberry (White Swan): Pray for the Granberrys and the Sacred Road team as
they minister to the Yakama people, that God uses them to convey the love of Christ to many, and
that through their witness a great number on the reservation come to know and grow in the Savior.
The Persecuted Church: There are 5 million Christians out of 20.3 million people in Burkina Faso, a
west African nation that has recently seen an onslaught of deadly attacks on Christian churches by
Islamic extremists, in which worshipers were told to convert to Islam or die. Pray for God’s comfort
and grace for those who have lost loved ones. Pray that Christians have the strength to remain firm
in their faith as they face increased hostility. And as extremist ideologies sweep across the region,
pray the truth of the gospel becomes more and more obvious and that God grants salvation to
many.
Redeemer Presbyterian Church: Pray for Rev. Jeff Glover, our church planter in Soldotna, AK as he
shepherds the flock, trains men for church leadership, and continues to reach out with the love of
Christ to those in the Kenai Peninsula.
Sufficient Grace: The Lord said to Paul, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect
in weakness” (2 Cor 12.9). Pray that Sandy Cupolillo, Mike Givens, Tom Manning, Rick & Vickie Myers,
Joel Smith and Wayne Snavely might experience this as well, that they would find God’s grace
sufficient for all their needs.
Announcements
Financial Update: The December financial statement has been posted to the church website. If you
need the password to view it, Jacob Schroeder would be happy to give it to you.
Session Meeting: The elders are meeting Thursday, at 5:30 PM, to pray for and conduct the business
of the church. Pray for them as they do, and please let them know how they can pray for you.
Visitors: Welcome to Covenant. Please join us after the service for some refreshments and
fellowship.

Explanation of the Cover Symbol
The Shield of the Holy Trinity is frequently found in stained glass windows of medieval churches.
This emblem expresses the Christian doctrine of the triunity of Almighty God, a truth taught in
Scripture and affirmed by the Council of Constantinople in AD 381.

