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Upon entering the sanctuary, please be sensitive 

to the congregation’s preparation for worship, and please make sure 

all electronic devises are turned off or set to silent mode. 

 

 

-DRAWING NEAR TO GOD- 

 

Welcome and Silent Prayer   

Father, your mercies have brought us to the dawn of another Lord’s Day.  Vain will be its 

gift unless we know you, love you, and admire you more fully.  Allow us to do so, O Lord, 

knowing that the ability to worship is not in us, but in your enabling love.  Lead us and 

tend us by the hand of the Good Shepherd himself.  Amen. 

 

 

*Call to Worship                                Psalm 22.23-24 

 

 

Prayer of Adoration 

 

 

*Song of Praise to God 

Hymn No. 9                                                                           ALL YOU THAT FEAR JEHOVAH’S NAME 

 

 

-HAVING OUR HEARTS CLEANSED- 

 

Confession of Sin 

O Lord, our soul is like a house, small for you to enter, but we pray that you will enlarge 

it.  It is in ruins, but we ask you to remake it.  It contains much that you will not be pleased 

to see; this we know and do not hide.  But to whom can we cry except you?  Forgive us, 

O Lord.  Cleanse us from our sins, our secret sins.  What wretches we are!  In your mercy, 

tell us what you are to us.  “Say to my soul, ‘I am your salvation’” (Ps 35.3)!  Come, O God, 

and stir our hearts.  Call us back to yourself.  Kindle your fire in us and carry us away.  Be 

our fire and our sweetness.  Let us love you and hasten to your side; in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 —Adapted from Augustine's Confessions  

 

Silently Add Your Own Confession of Sin 



Assurance of Pardon                        Romans 5.1-2 

 

 

*Song of Praise to Christ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Confession of Faith 

What is our only hope in life and death? 

 

That we are not our own but belong, body and soul, both in life and death,  

to God and to our Savior Jesus Christ.1 

 

—The New City Catechism, No. 1 

 

 

Prayer for the Church and the World 

 

 

-ATTENDING TO THE WORD- 

 

Scripture Lesson                                                   Song of Songs 1.1 

 

 

Sermon                              “The Greatest Love Story Ever Told” 

                                  Rev. Ron Gonzales  

 

 

*Song of Response 

Hymn No. 703                                                                            LOVED WITH EVERLASTING LOVE  

 

 

Worship of God with Tithes and Offerings 
*DOXOLOGY 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
words Thomas Ken, 1709; music Genevan Psalter, 1551; Public Domain 

 

                                                      
1 “For none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself.  For if we live, we live to the Lord, 

and if we die, we die to the Lord.  So then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s” 

(Rom 14.7-8). 



-OBSERVING THE SACRAMENT- 

      

The Lord’s Supper 

We celebrate the Lord’s Supper by coming forward and partaking of the bread and the 

cup. Wine is served in the inner ring of each tray; grape juice in the outer ring. We warmly 

invite to the Table all baptized Christians, who are living under the authority of Christ 

and his Church. By eating the bread and drinking of the cup, you are admitting that you 

are a sinner, without hope except in the sovereign mercy of God, and that you are trusting 

in Christ alone.  If this does not describe you, we are glad you are here and commend to 

you the following prayers for your use during this time. 

 

A Prayer for those Searching for the Truth 

Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life.  Grant that I might be undaunted by 

the cost of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so.  Guide me, teach me, and 

open to me the reality of who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 

convincing, and leads to the life you promise.  Amen. 

 

A Prayer of Belief 

Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever believed, but through 

you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope.  I thank you for paying my 

debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and offering forgiveness and new life.  I turn 

from my sins and receive you as Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

A Prayer for those Struggling with Sin 

Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in you the fulfillment of all my need and may turn from 

every false pleasure to feed on you, the true and living bread.  Enable me to lay aside the 

sin that clings so closely, and run with perseverance the race set before me, looking to you, 

the author and perfecter of my faith.  Amen. 

 

 

*Song of Thanksgiving 

Hymn No. 469                                                                HOW SWEET AND AWESOME IS THE PLACE 

 

 

 

 

 



-GOING FORTH TO SERVE- 

 

*Benediction        2 Corinthians 13.14 

 

 

Postlude and Silent Prayer 

Almighty and most merciful Father: Grant us a heart to love you more faithfully, and 

enable us to show our thankfulness by giving up ourselves to your service and delighting 

in all things to do your will; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

*Please stand if able. 
 

Our Nursery Helpers 

Sunday School 

Today:  TBA Next Week: TBA 

Worship 

Today: TBA        Next Week:  TBA 

 

Gatherings 

Kids’ Quest is a catechism class for children, ages 5 through elementary grades, taught by Pastor 

Ron. It meets on the second and fourth Thursdays of each month (September through May), from 

3:30 to 4:45 PM, at the church. 

 

The Leinweber Home Fellowship Group is on break until March or April. 

 

The Martin Home Fellowship Group, led by Eric Carpenter and Steve Davis, is moving to the first and 

third Thursdays of each month (beginning January 18), and will meet from 6:30 to 8:00 PM at Kathy 

Martin’s (213 Chapra St).  They are studying the Song of Songs and all are welcome. 

 

The Men’s Group resumes its study of Ecclesiastes this Wednesday, at 6:00 AM, at Pastor Ron’s 

office.  All men are invited. 

 

Prayer Meeting:  The prayer meeting is moving to the second and fourth Thursdays of each month, 

at 6:30 PM in the sanctuary.  Please join us as we pray for one another, the kingdom, and our world.  

 

 



Sermon Notes: “The Greatest Love Story Ever Told” (Song of Songs 1.1) 

 

1.  Why the Song of Songs? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  What kind of love story is it? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  How is it told? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.  Who composed it? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.  How should we read it? 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Prayer Concerns 

Andrew Allen: Pray for Andrew’s battle with cancer and for his time with Amy and Katherine. 
 

The Christian Aid Center cares for many in our community who are hurting and in need.  Pray God 

uses its staff and volunteers to convey his love and grace to many. 
 

Coram Deo Presbyterian Church: Pray for the Revs. Kyle Parker and Matt Bostrom’s church planting 

labors in Spokane; that they yield much fruit and that the church is strengthened under their 

leadership. 

 

Vickie Myers: Pray for Vickie as she continues her recovery from surgery; that her strength returns 

and that she knows God’s daily presence. 
 

Bret Reller has been redeployed to the Middle East and will be there for six months. Pray for safety 

for him and his team, and for the success of their mission. 
 

Howard Reller is dealing with pain throughout his body and limited mobility.  He sees the doctor 

this week.  Pray for answers and relief. 
 

Announcements  

Christian Aid Dinner: We are serving dinner at the Christian Aid Center tomorrow night and could 

use some help preparing and serving the meal.  If you would like to assist with either, please let 

Heidi Leinweber know. 
 

Congregational Meeting: We are meeting during the Coffee Hour today to discuss and pray about 

Central Christian’s offer to give their building and property to Covenant and Crazy Love.  Please 

join us.    
 

Daily Bible Reading: Reading through the Bible regularly is vital to spiritual growth.  Many of us are 

doing so again in 2018, using M’Cheyne’s daily schedule, which is available on the literature table.  

Please consider joining us.        
 

 

 

 

Explanation of Cover Symbol 

Since the time of the Reformation, the burning bush has been a symbol of the Church.  The Latin words are 

taken from Exodus 3.2 and read “...and yet it was not consumed.”  In one of his letters, Samuel Rutherford 

reminded his correspondent, “The bush has been burning these five thousand years, and no man yet saw the 

ashes of that fire.” 

 


