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Upon entering the sanctuary please maintain silence for 

the sake of the congregation’s preparation for worship, and please make 

sure all electronic devices are turned off or set to silent mode. 

 

 

-DRAWING NEAR TO GOD- 

 

 

Welcome and Silent Prayer   

Father, your mercies have brought us  

to the dawn of another Lord’s Day.   

Vain will be its gift unless we know you,  

love you, and admire you more fully.   

Allow us to do so, O Lord,  

knowing that the ability to worship  

is not in us, but in your enabling love.   

Lead us and tend us by the hand  

of the Good Shepherd himself.  Amen. 

 

 

*Call to Worship                         Psalm 96.1-4 

 

 

*Prayer of Adoration 

 

 

*Songs of Praise to God 

Hymn No. 454     OUR GOD IS MIGHTY, WORTHY OF ALL PRAISING 

 

Hymn No. 54                                    HALLELUJAH! RAISE, O RAISE 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                   



 

-HAVING OUR HEARTS CLEANSED- 

 

Confession of Sin 

Heavenly Father,  

teach us not to sin with such abandon.   

We do it all too easily.   

We pretend, lie, envy and lust,  

we criticize, brood, ignore and deny,  

we hoard, defame, distort and make excuses,  

and then we expect an easy forgiveness for the asking.   

Lord God, forgive us for our blatant disregard of your holy character.   

Let us not misinterpret your patience with our sin as if it were permissiveness.   

Astonish us with a wholesome, godly fear  

which will not drive us to despair,  

but cause us to number our days  

and give us hearts of wisdom;  

in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 

Silently Add Your Own Confession of Sin 

 

 

Assurance of Pardon                                                                                               Romans 8.1-4 

 

 

*Song of Praise to Christ 

Hymn No. 243                                                 PRAISE THE SAVIOR NOW AND EVER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Celebration of Covenant Baptism                                                       Rebekah Joy Schroeder 

        

Explanation and Exhortation                                      Acts 2.39; Genesis 17.7; Acts 16.31 

 

Covenant Vows 

1.  Do you acknowledge Rebekah’s need of the cleansing blood of Jesus Christ, and 

the renewing grace of the Holy Spirit? 

 

2.  Do you claim God’s covenant promises on her behalf, and do you look in faith to 

the Lord Jesus Christ for her salvation, as you do for your own? 

 

3.  Do you now unreservedly dedicate Rebekah to God, and promise, in humble 

reliance upon divine grace, that you will endeavor to set before her a godly 

example, that you will pray with and for her, that you will teach her the 

doctrines of our holy religion, and that you will strive, by all the means of God’s 

appointment, to bring her up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord? 

 

4.  To the Congregation: Do you as a congregation undertake the responsibility of 

assisting Jacob and Samantha in the Christian nurture of this child? 

 

Baptism and Prayer of Dedication         

 

 

Prayer for the Church and the World 

 

 

-ATTENDING TO THE WORD- 

 

Scripture Lesson                                                                        Philippians 3.1-11 

 

 

Sermon                                                                                “A Representative Story” 

           Rev. Ron Gonzales 

 

*Song of Response 

Hymn No. 465                                                               MARVELOUS GRACE OF OUR LOVING LORD 

 



Worship of God with Tithes and Offering                                                           
*DOXOLOGY 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
words Thomas Ken, 1709; music Genevan Psalter, 1551; Public Domain 

 

 

Confession of Faith 

What is justification? 

 

Justification is an act of God’s free grace,  

in which He pardons all our sins, 

and accepts us as righteous in His sight, 

only for the righteousness of Christ imputed to us, 

and received by faith alone. 

 

—The Westminster Shorter Catechism, No. 33 

 

 

—OBSERVING THE SACRAMENT— 

 

The Lord’s Supper 

We celebrate the Lord’s Supper by coming forward and partaking of the bread and the 

cup.  Wine is served in the inner ring of each tray; grape juice in the outer ring.  We 

warmly invite to the Table all baptized Christians, who are living under the authority of 

Christ and his body, the Church.  By eating the bread and drinking of the cup, you are 

acknowledging that you are a sinner, without hope except in the sovereign mercy of 

God, and that you are trusting in Christ alone for salvation.  

 

 

*Song of Thanksgiving       

Hymn No. 520                                                                  JESUS, THY BLOOD AND RIGHTEOUSNESS 

 

 

 



-GOING FORTH TO SERVE- 
  

*Benediction              Numbers 6.24-26 

 

 

Postlude and Silent Prayer 

Grant, O Lord, that the words we have heard this day,  

may, through your grace, be so grafted into our hearts,  

that they bring forth in us faith, hope, and especially love,  

to the honor and praise of your Name;  

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 
*Please stand if able 

 

Our Nursery Helpers 

Worship 

Today:  Katie Leinweber & Nicole Miller         Next Week:  Anna Vander Griend & Annie Carpenter 

Sunday School 

Today:  Peter & Jenni Early                                Next Week:  Peter & Jenni Early 

 

 
Other Gatherings 

Kids’ Quest is a catechism class for children, ages 5 through elementary grades, taught by Pastor 

Ron. It meets on the second and fourth Thursdays of each month (during the school year), from 

3:30 to 4:45 PM, at the church. 
 

The Men’s Group meets Thursday, from 6:00 to 7:30 AM, at Pastor Ron’s office, for fellowship, 

prayer, and Bible study.  They are currently studying Hebrews, and all men are invited. 
 

The Women’s Group, led by Cherry Gonzales, is studying Ecclesiastes, a combination of wisdom 

and folly ”under the sun.”  The group meets Saturdays, from 10:00 to 11:30 AM, at Pastor Ron’s 

office, and all are invited. For more information, talk to Cherry. 

 



Sermon Notes: “A Representative Story” (Philippians 3.1-11) 

 

1.  The essence of Paul’s theology: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.    Paul as every sinner and every saint: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

3.    The making of missionaries: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Prayer Concerns 

Mike Givens has returned home and is doing much better.  Pray for continued healing and that 

the surgery results in better mobility and less pain than he had before. 
 

Roberta Haer has recovered from pneumonia but remains at the Odd Fellows for now.  Pray for 

renewed strength, as well as for her family as they care for her from a distance. 
 

Bret Reller is on a six-month deployment to Afghanistan.  Pray for his safety and the safety of 

those serving with him, as well as for the success of their mission. 
 

Alister & Sarah Torrens (Ukraine): Pray for the Torrens as they minister in Kiev, that God 

strengthens their marriage, opens doors for the gospel, and uses Alister’s ministry at the 

seminary to build his kingdom in Ukraine and eastern Europe. 
 

Announcements 

Family Camp: There is one campsite left.  If you would like to join us at Wallowa Lake State Park, 

August 26-28, please talk to Jacob Schroeder.  
 

National Day of Prayer: Walla Walla Presbyterian Church is hosting a community prayer service, 

Thursday, May 5, from 12:15 to 1:00 PM, for the National Day of Prayer.  Please consider joining 

with other believers in lifting your voice in prayer for our country. 
 

Ordination/Installation: Our new officers, elder-elect Jacob Schroeder and deacons-elect Duane Jud 

and Howard Reller, will be ordained and installed during next Sunday’s worship service. Please 

plan to be here for this important day in their lives and ours. 
 

Visitors: Welcome to Covenant! We are glad you are here and invite you to join us downstairs, 

following the service, for refreshments, fellowship and, if your schedule permits, our Sunday 

School hour.  

 

 

Explanation of Cover Symbol 

The Chi Rho symbol is one of the most ancient Christian symbols.  XP, the first two letters of the Greek 

“Christ,” is an abbreviation of the name of the Lord.  This symbol is often, as here, accompanied with other 

symbols, in this case “Alpha” and “Omega,” the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet.  The symbol 

originates from Revelation 22.13: “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and 

the End” (cf. Revelation 1.8, 17; 21.6).  This particular symbol dates from the first few centuries of the 

Christian era and is often found on tombs. 

 


