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Upon entering the sanctuary please maintain silence for 

the sake of the congregation’s preparation for worship, and please make 

sure all electronic devices are turned off or set to silent mode. 
 

 

-DRAWING NEAR TO GOD- 

 

Welcome and Silent Prayer   

Heavenly Father, Giver and Sustainer of all life: 

Help us, as we draw near, to love and adore and worship you 

with all that we are and all that we have to offer, 

for you alone are worthy.   Amen. 
 

 

*Call to Worship                         Psalm 95.1-7 
 

 

*Prayer of Adoration 
 

 

*Songs of Praise to God 

Hymn No. 23                                    GOD OF GODS, WE SOUND HIS PRAISES 

 

 

-HAVING OUR HEARTS CLEANSED- 

 

Confession of Sin 

Most holy and merciful Father,  

we acknowledge and confess that we are prone to evil and slothful in good.   

You alone know how often we have offended you:  

in wandering from your ways, in wasting your gifts, in forgetting your love.   

But you, O Lord, have mercy on those who are ashamed of and sorry for their iniquities.   

Teach us to hate our offenses; cleanse us from our secret faults;  

forgive us our sins for the sake of your dear Son.   

And O most loving Father,  

help us, we pray, to live in your light and walk in your ways,  

in keeping with the commandments of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

Silently Add Your Own Confession of Sin 

 



Assurance of Pardon                                                                                            Ephesians 1.7-8 

 

 

*Song of Praise to Christ 

 
 

 

Prayer for the Church and the World 

 

 

 

 

 



-ATTENDING TO THE WORD- 
 

Scripture Lesson                                                                      Philippians 1.18-26 
 

 

Sermon                                                                                           “Yearning for the Far Better” 

                                 Rev. Ron Gonzales 
 

*Song of Response 

Hymn No. 518                                                                     CHRIST, OF ALL MY HOPES THE GOUND 

 

 

Worship of God with Tithes and Offering                                                           
*DOXOLOGY 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
words Thomas Ken, 1709; music Genevan Psalter, 1551; Public Domain 

 

 

Confession of Faith 

What is the communion in glory with Christ that the members 

 of the invisible church enjoy immediately after death? 

 

The communion in glory with Christ 

that the members of the invisible church enjoy immediately after death, 

is that their souls are then made perfect in holiness,  

and received into the highest heavens,  

where they behold the face of God in light and glory;  

waiting for the full redemption of their bodies,  

which even in death continue united to Christ,  

and rest in their graves as in their beds,  

till at the last day they be again united to their souls. 

 

—The Westminster Larger Catechism, No. 86 

 

 



—OBSERVING THE SACRAMENT— 

 

The Lord’s Supper 

We celebrate the Lord’s Supper by coming forward and partaking of the bread and the 

cup.  Wine is served in the inner ring of each tray; grape juice in the outer ring.  We 

warmly invite to the Table all baptized Christians, who are living under the authority of 

Christ and his body, the Church.  By eating the bread and drinking of the cup, you are 

admitting that you are a sinner, without hope except in the sovereign mercy of God, and 

that you are trusting in Christ alone for salvation.  If this does not describe you, we are 

glad you are here and commend to you the following prayers for your use during this 

time. 

 

A Prayer for those Searching for the Truth 

Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life.  Grant that I might be undaunted 

by the cost of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so.  Guide me, teach me, 

and open to me the reality of who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is 

coherent, convincing, and leads to the life you promise.  Amen. 

 

A Prayer of Belief 

Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever believed, but through 

you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope.  I thank you for paying my 

debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and offering forgiveness and new life.  I turn 

from my sins and receive you as Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

A Prayer for those Struggling with Sin 

Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in you the fulfillment of all my need and may turn from 

every false pleasure to feed on you, the true and living bread.  Enable me to lay aside the 

sin that clings so closely, and run with perseverance the race set before me, looking to 

you, the author and perfecter of my faith.  Amen. 

 

 

*Song of Thanksgiving       

Hymn No. 246                 MAN OF SORROWS! WHAT A NAME 

                     

 

 

 



 

-GOING FORTH TO SERVE- 
  

*Benediction          2 Corinthians 13.14 

 

Postlude and Silent Prayer 

Lord, I give up all my own plans and purposes,  

all my own desires and hopes,  

and accept thy will for my life. 

I give myself, my life, my all utterly to thee,  

to be thine forever.   

Fill me and seal me with thy Holy Spirit.   

Use me as thou wilt.   

Send me where thou wilt,  

and work out thy whole will in my life  

at any cost, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
*Please stand if able 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Our Nursery Helpers 

Worship 

Today:  Erika Leinweber & Hannah Alden           Next Week:  Katie & Jackson Leinweber  

 

Other Gatherings 

Kids’ Quest is a catechism class for children, ages 5 through elementary grades, taught by Pastor 

Ron. It meets on the second and fourth Thursdays of each month (during the school year), from 

3:30 to 4:45 PM, at the church. 

 

The Leinweber’s Home Fellowship Group meets at their home on the second and fourth Sundays of 

each month, from 4:00 to 6:00 PM.  Dinner is provided, children are welcome, and the group is a 

lot of fun! 

 

The Men’s Group meets Thursday, from 6:00 to 7:30 AM, at Pastor Ron’s office, for fellowship, 

prayer, and Bible study.  They are currently studying Hebrews, and all men are invited. 

 

The Women’s Group is studying Ecclesiastes, a combination of wisdom and folly ”under the sun.”  

The group meets Saturdays, from 10:00 to 11:30 AM, at the church, and all are invited. For more 

information, talk to Cherry Gonzales. 



 

Sermon Notes: “Yearning for the Far Better” (Philippians 1.18-26) 

 

 1.  Paul’s attitude toward death. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 2.  Paul’s attitude toward life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Prayer Concerns 
Tom Parsons (Lynn and Collie’s son) continues his convalescence, following back surgery. Pray 

that he continues to make good progress, that further surgery is unnecessary, and that he is 

sustained by God’s presence and strength. 

 

Bret Reller is on a six-month deployment to Afghanistan.  Pray for his safety and the safety of 

those serving with him, as well as for the success of their mission. 

 

Alistair & Sarah Torrens (Ukraine): Pray for the Torrens as they minister in Kiev, that God 

strengthens their marriage and family, opens doors for the gospel, and uses Alister’s ministry at 

the seminary to further his kingdom purposes in Ukraine and eastern Europe. 

 

Announcements 

Birthdays this Week: 

 March 9  Hannah Schroeder 

 

Christian Aid Dinner: We are serving dinner at the Christian Aid Center March 14 and would 

gladly welcome your help, either in preparing or serving the meal.  If you would like to 

participate, or learn more, please talk to Heidi Leinweber. 

 

Daylight Savings Time begins next Sunday, March 13.  Be sure to turn your clocks forward one 

hour before going to bed Saturday night. 

 

Good Friday Service: Please join us March 25, from 6:00 to 7:00 PM, as we reflect on the passion and 

death of Christ in preparation for our celebration of Easter. 

 

Officer Nominees:  The elders are pleased to present three men, nominated by the membership and 

approved by the Session, for your approval as officers of this congregation:  Jacob Schroeder, 

elder nominee; and Duane Jud and Howard Reller, deacon nominees.  We will have a 

congregational meeting March 13, following the Coffee Hour, at which members will vote on 

these men. Please be in prayer for this time and please plan to attend. 

  

Visitors: Welcome to Covenant! We are glad you are here and invite you to join us downstairs, 

following the service, for refreshments and fellowship. 

 

 

 

 

Explanation of Cover Symbol 

In the Greek language of the early Christian era abbreviations were typically the first and last letters of 

words, often with a superscription to indicate the missing letters.  IC is a standard abbreviation of 

IHCOYC, the Greek “Jesus,” XC the abbreviation of XPICTOC, “Christ”; and NIKA means “He conquers.”  

The symbol then reads, “Jesus Christ Conquers by the Cross” or “Jesus Christ, Victor.” 

 


