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Upon entering the sanctuary please maintain silence for 

the sake of the congregation’s preparation for worship, and please make 

sure all electronic devices are turned off or set to silent mode. 
 

 

-DRAWING NEAR TO GOD- 

 

Welcome and Silent Prayer   

Almighty God, who through your only Son Jesus Christ has conquered death and 

opened to us the gate of everlasting life: We ask you to deliver us, as we draw near, from 

all coldness of heart and every distraction of mind, that with the truest love and deepest 

gratitude we may give you praise and honor worthy of the great salvation you have 

given us through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Call to Worship                  Isaiah 25.1, 6-9 

 

Prayer of Adoration 

 

Song of Easter 

Hymn No. 276                                    UP FROM THE GRAVE HE AROSE 

 

-HAVING OUR HEARTS CLEANSED- 

 

Confession of Sin 

Gracious Father, you sent your Son to die and rise again 

that death might be brought to an end and that we might live a new life. 

Yet too often we have chosen death over life. 

In thought, word, and deed we have rebelled against you and your will for us; 

we have broken fellowship with you, whose love is better than life; 

we have hurt others, intentionally and unintentionally; 

and we have damaged ourselves, who were created to reflect your beauty. 

Father, forgive us our sin for Jesus’ sake, 

and grant that your resurrection power might flow through us, 

that we might walk in the ways of love and justice, 

to the glory of your holy Name.  Amen. 

 

Silently Add Your Own Confession of Sin 



Assurance of Pardon                                                                                       Romans 4.3, 23-25 

 

Song of Easter Celebration 

Hymn No. 277                                                                             CHRIST THE LORD IS RISEN TODAY 

 

Congregational Petitions and the Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. 

Thy kingdom come. 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

 

-ATTENDING TO THE WORD- 
 

Scripture Lesson                                                                        Philippians 2.5-11 

 

Sermon                                                                                                               “Carmen Christi” 

                                 Rev. Ron Gonzales 

 

Song of Response 

Hymn No. 286                                                                            WORSHIP CHRIST, THE RISEN KING! 

 

Worship of God with Tithes and Offering                                                           
DOXOLOGY 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
words Thomas Ken, 1709; music Genevan Psalter, 1551; Public Domain 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Confession of Faith 

We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 

Maker of heaven and earth, 

of all things visible and invisible. 

 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 

begotten of his Father before all worlds, 

God of God, Light of Light, 

very God of very God,  

begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father;  

by whom all things were made;  

who for us and for our salvation  

came down from heaven,  

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary,  

and was made man;  

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate;  

he suffered and was buried; 

and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures,  

and ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father;  

and he shall come again, with glory, to judge both the living and the dead;  

whose kingdom shall have no end. 

 

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son;  

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified;  

who spoke by the prophets;  

and we believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church;  

we acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins;  

and we look for the resurrection of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 

—The Nicene Creed 

 

 

 

 

 



—OBSERVING THE SACRAMENT— 

 

The Lord’s Supper 

We celebrate the Lord’s Supper by coming forward and partaking of the bread and the 

cup.  Wine is served in the inner ring of each tray; grape juice in the outer ring.  We 

warmly invite to the Table all baptized Christians, who are living under the authority of 

Christ and his body, the Church.  By eating the bread and drinking of the cup, you are 

admitting that you are a sinner, without hope except in the sovereign mercy of God, and 

that you are trusting in Christ alone for salvation.  If this does not describe you, we are 

glad you are here and commend to you the following prayers for your use during this 

time. 

 

A Prayer for those Searching for the Truth 

Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life.  Grant that I might be undaunted 

by the cost of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so.  Guide me, teach me, 

and open to me the reality of who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is 

coherent, convincing, and leads to the life you promise.  Amen. 

 

A Prayer of Belief 

Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever believed, but through 

you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope.  I thank you for paying my 

debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and offering forgiveness and new life.  I turn 

from my sins and receive you as Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

A Prayer for those Struggling with Sin 

Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in you the fulfillment of all my need and may turn from 

every false pleasure to feed on you, the true and living bread.  Enable me to lay aside the 

sin that clings so closely, and run with perseverance the race set before me, looking to 

you, the author and perfecter of my faith.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Song of Thanksgiving       

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-GOING FORTH TO SERVE- 

Benediction    Numbers 6.24-26 

 

Postlude and Silent Prayer 

O Lord, let this wonderful news of Jesus Christ and his resurrection from the dead come 

unto us, not in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Spirit, and in much 

assurance; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 



 

Sermon Notes: “Carmen Christi” (Philippians 2.5-11) 

 1.  The Humiliation of God the Son (vv. 5-8) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 2.  The Exaltation of the God-Man (vv. 9-11) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Prayer Concerns 
Mike Givens is at the Odd Fellows, recovering from successful shoulder surgery. Pray that the 

pain continues to subside, that his rehab goes well, and that he is soon able to return home. 
 

Tom & Melissa Manning (Jordan): Pray for the Mannings as they minister to patients at Annour 

Sanatorium and to the Syrian refugees in Mafraq, that God blesses their work and brings 

salvation and growth in Christ to many. 
 

Bret Reller is on a six-month deployment to Afghanistan.  Pray for his safety and the safety of 

those serving with him, as well as for the success of their mission. 
 

Announcements 

Birthdays this Week: 

 March 29  Jacob Early 

 March 31  Bret Reller 
 

Directory Update: We will soon be publishing an updated church directory, a draft of which is 

available for your perusal during the Coffee Hour today.  Please note any additions and/or 

corrections in it that you would like us to make. 
 

Sunday School resumes next week, with classes for all ages. Please plan to join us! 
 

Visitors: Welcome to Covenant!  We are glad you are here and invite you to join us downstairs, 

following the service, for refreshments and fellowship. 
 

Other Gatherings 

Kids’ Quest is a catechism class for children, ages 5 through elementary grades, taught by Pastor 

Ron. It meets on the second and fourth Thursdays of each month (during the school year), from 

3:30 to 4:45 PM, at the church. 
 

The Men’s Group meets Thursday, from 6:00 to 7:30 AM, at Pastor Ron’s office, for fellowship, 

prayer, and Bible study.  They are currently studying Hebrews, and all men are invited. 
 

The Women’s Group is studying Ecclesiastes, a combination of wisdom and folly ”under the sun.”  

The group meets Saturdays, from 10:00 to 11:30 AM, at Rebecca VanDewark’s, and all are invited. 

For more information, talk to Cherry Gonzales. 

Explanation of Cover Symbol 

The anchor is an ancient Christian symbol for hope. It is derived from Hebrews 6.19: “We have this hope as 

an anchor for the soul…” When combined with a cross it makes plain that Christian hope is in Christ and 

His redemption.  The symbol was frequently used in this sense in the catacombs of ancient Rome. 
 


