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Upon entering the sanctuary please maintain silence for 

the sake of the congregation’s preparation for worship, and please make 

sure all electronic devices are turned off or set to silent mode. 

 

 

-DRAWING NEAR TO GOD- 

 

Welcome and Silent Prayer   

Lord God Almighty, King of glory and love eternal,  

you are worthy at all times to receive adoration, praise, and blessing;   

help us to praise you now for sending your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ,  

for whom our hearts wait, and to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, be honor and dominion, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

 

*Call to Worship           

Lift up your heads, O gates! 

And be lifted up, O ancient doors, 

that the King of glory may come in. 

 

Who is this King of glory? 

The LORD, strong and mighty, 

The LORD, mighty in battle! 

 

Lift up your heads, O gates! 

And lift them up, O ancient doors, 

that the King of glory may come in. 

 

Who is this King of glory? 

The LORD of hosts, 

He is the King of glory! 

 

—Psalm 24.7-10 

 

 

 



 

*Prayer of Adoration 

 

 

*Song of Advent 

Hymn No. 198                                        LIFT UP YOUR HEADS, YE MIGHTY GATES! 

 

 

 

-HAVING OUR HEARTS CLEANSED- 

 

Confession of Sin 

Lord, we have not kept watch for you. 

We have occupied ourselves with our own concerns. 

We have not waited to find your will for us. 

We have not noticed the needs of those around us. 

We have not acknowledged the love that has been shown to us. 

Forgive us for our lack of watchfulness. 

Help us to wait to know your will. 

Help us to look out for the needs of others. 

Help us to work and watch for your coming.  Amen. 
 

Silently Add Your Own Confession of Sin 

 

 

Assurance of Pardon                                                                                      Zephaniah 3.14-17 

 

 

Lighting of the First Advent Candle: 

Old Testament Reading      Isaiah 9.6-7 

New Testament Reading       Hebrews 1.1-3  

 

 

*Song of Praise to Christ 

Hymn No. 196                                    COME, THOU LONG-EXPECTED JESUS 

 

 



Prayer for the Church and the World 

 

 

-ATTENDING TO THE WORD- 

 

Scripture Lesson                      Isaiah 54.1-55.13 

 

 

Sermon  “The Miracle of God’s Grace” 

                                 Rev. Ron Gonzales 

 

*Song of Response 

Hymn No. 460                                                                                                       AMAZING GRACE! 

 

 

Worship of God with Tithes and Offering                                                           
*DOXOLOGY 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
words Thomas Ken, 1709; music Genevan Psalter, 1551; Public Domain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Confession of Faith 

We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 

Maker of heaven and earth, 

of all things visible and invisible. 

 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 

begotten of his Father before all worlds, 

God of God, Light of Light, 

very God of very God,  

begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father;  

by whom all things were made;  

who for us and for our salvation  

came down from heaven,  

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary,  

and was made man;  

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate;  

he suffered and was buried; 

and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures,  

and ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father;  

and he shall come again, with glory, to judge both the living and the dead;  

whose kingdom shall have no end. 

 

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son;  

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified;  

who spoke by the prophets;  

and we believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church;  

we acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins;  

and we look for the resurrection of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 

—The Nicene Creed 

 

 

 

 



-OBSERVING THE SACRAMENT- 

 

The Lord’s Supper 

We celebrate the Lord’s Supper by coming forward (generally from the back of the 

sanctuary to the front, though you may commune at any time) and partaking of the 

bread and the cup.  Wine is served in the inner ring of each tray; grape juice in the outer 

ring.  We warmly invite to the Table all baptized Christians, who are living under the 

authority of Christ and his Church.  By eating the bread and drinking of the cup, you are 

admitting that you are a sinner, without hope except in the sovereign mercy of God, and 

that you are trusting in Christ alone for salvation.   

 

 

*Song of Thanksgiving  

Hymn No. 195                                                                    JOY TO THE WORLD! THE LORD IS COME 

 

 

-GOING FORTH TO SERVE- 
  

*Benediction          2 Corinthians 13.14 

 

 

Postlude and Silent Prayer 

God of love, as in Jesus Christ you gave yourself to us, so may we give ourselves to you, 

living according to your holy will.  Keep our feet firmly in the way where Christ leads 

us; help our lips speak the truth that Christ teaches us; fill our bodies with the life that is 

Christ within us.  In his holy name we pray.  Amen. 

 

 
*Please stand if able 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Our Nursery Helpers 

Worship 

Today: Sam Schroeder      Next Week: Erika & Jack Leinweber 

 

Sunday School 

Today: Peter & Jenni Early         Next Week: Peter & Jenni Early  

 



Sermon Notes:  “The Miracle of God’s Grace” (Isaiah 54.1-55-13) 

 

1.   God’s grace is like: (54.1-17) 

 

a.   A barren woman rejoicing over her growing family (54.1-3) 

 

 

 

 

 

b.   A lonely wife comforted by her loving husband (54.4-10) 

 

 

 

 

 

c.   A poor city beautified with costly jewels (54.11-17) 

 

 

 

 

 

2.   How to enjoy God’s grace: (55.1-13) 

 

a.   Come, be satisfied.  The victory of God is certain (55.1-5) 

 

 

 

 

 

b.   Return, be changed.  God’s word is effective; a renewed world awaits (55.6-13) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Prayer Concerns 

Chris & Mary Granberry (White Swan): The holidays are a difficult time for many on the 

reservation.  Pray for the Granberrys and their team, as they minister God’s grace to the Yakama 

People. 
 

Shelley Kelly (Duane’s daughter) continues to improve from the appendicitis infection.  Her 

doctor is planning an appendectomy for December 30. Pray that it goes well. 
 

Mike Leinweber (Chad’s dad) was recently diagnosed with Lewy Body Dementia.  Pray for God’s 

sustaining grace for Mike and Betty and the family. 
 

Announcements 

Christmas Caroling & Hayride: Please join us Sunday, December 20, at 4:00 PM, at the church.  We 

will carol from a horse-drawn covered wagon, then return to the church for cider and Christmas 

treats.  More details to come. 
 

RUF Boise State: Brian and Gail Frey are expecting to end the year with a significant shortfall.  If 

you would like to join us in helping them, please drop a check in the offering by December 13, 

made payable to Covenant, with “RUF Boise State” on the memo line. 
 

Visitors: Welcome to Covenant! We are glad you are here and invite you to join us downstairs, 

following the service, for refreshments, fellowship, and Sunday School. 
 

Weekly Gatherings 

The Leinweber’s Home Fellowship Group meets at their home on the 2nd and 4th   Sundays of the 

month, from 4:00 to 6:00 PM. Dinner is provided, children are welcome, and the group is a lot of 

fun! 
 

The Men’s Bible Study resumes its study of Genesis on Thursday, at 6:00 AM, at Pastor Ron’s 

office. All men are invite 

Explanation of Cover Symbol 

The Shield of the Holy Trinity is frequently found in stained glass windows of medieval 

churches.  This emblem expresses the Christian doctrine of the triunity of Almighty God, a truth 

taught in Scripture and affirmed by the Council of Constantinople in AD 381. 

 


